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Brain Research Institute, Niigata University was established in 1967 as the first afhiliated
research institute of the national universities in Japan on brain and related fields for the

purpose of studying the principles and application of brain and its diseases.
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Brain Research Institute has its roots in Niigata Society for
Neuroscience Research established in 1938. The research group
provided a platform for information exchange to basic medical
scientists and clinical practitioners who both have strong interest in
neuroscience at the time, and raised motivation for joint research.
The group was eventually acknowledged its solid performance in
on-campus joint research, the national government gave approval
to the establishment of Research Facility of Neurosurgery at Niigata
University Medical School in 1957. While there were already brain
research facilities at other universities at the time, Niigata University
was expected to establish a facility giving an emphasis on clinical
practice.

The first faculty in the newly-founded Research Facility
of Neurosurgery at Niigata University Medical School was
Neurophysiology, followed by Morphology in 1958, Neurochemistry
in 1961, Neurosurgery in 1962 (shifted from Surgery Il, School of
Medicine) and Neurology in 1964. Also, two clinical departments
were added to Niigata University Hospital: Neurosurgery in 1963
(shifted from Surgery Il) and Neurology in 1965. All faculties of
the facility involved in training medical students in their respective
fields of specialization. The faculties also taught and supervised
the research of graduate students from the Graduate School of
Medical and Dental Sciences. The two clinical departments provided
clinical education and practice to medical and research students.
As each faculty collaborates on research activities with researchers
from medical school, particularly in collaboration between basic
neuroscience and clinical neuroscience, a wide range of joint
research projects were carried out on epilepsy, brain tumor,
physiology of hearing, brain edema, brain plasticity and so forth.

In 1967, Research Facility of Neurosurgery, Niigata University
Medical School advanced to a university affiliated research institute,
Brain Research Institute, Niigata University.

Since then, the Institute has undergone a series of organizational
and structural changes in response to evolving demands. More
details on its later development are available on the following “History”
page.



